
 
 

September 25, 2013 

 

The Vermont ACDA announces plans for the fifteenth annual Vermont ACDA Children’s Honor Choir Festival to 
be held May 2nd and 3rd (Friday and Saturday), 2014, at The Cathedral Church of St. Paul in Burlington, VT. Our 
conductor this year is Kyle Weary, a teacher and director from the Washington County Public School system in 
Hagerstown, Maryland. More information on our conductor is at the bottom of this invitation. Information will be 
updated and posted on the state ACDA website:  www.vtacda.org.  
 
Members of VT-ACDA, as well as non-members for a lump sum $35 participation fee, are invited to audition and 

recommend students to participate. The festival roster will be updated based on a first come, first served basis, and 

members will have relative priority in the event of a surplus of applications. All participants must be members of 

their school choir, community children’s choir, or church choir; be in grades six, seven, eight, or nine for the 2013-

2014 school year; be willing to act as Ambassadors for Excellence; and be willing to participate in a program 

designated for treble voices.  

 

With regard to the changing male voice, National ACDA recognizes “the need to offer music-making opportunities 

for the changing voice to nurture the vocal range, tone quality for vocal growth during the change (specifically, 

grades 7-9), and to protect the young male voice in this stage of life.” Therefore, beginning this year, all 

participating directors need agree, along with our guest conductor, to enable all participating boys to feel 

comfortable and included, whether they (a) are both capable and comfortable singing through their cambiata, or 

first stage of change, with light airy pitches (which is musically beneficial to their long-term singing but can be 

awkward or difficult for some boys), or (b) need to be allowed and instructed to double the soprano voice where 

needed. It is at the discretion of each director to adapt vocal range ahead of time as needed for each of their male 

students, but our guest conductor will happily assist if needed during the festival. If you have any questions 

regarding this subject, please feel free to contact Jenny Cianciola, the festival coordinator, as well as any current 

members of the ACDA Board (see vtacda.org for contact info), which is united on this slight shift in policy.  
 
Students will be selected by teacher recommendation.  Please follow the application instructions carefully and do 
not miss the deadline of February 14, 2014. Be certain that your singers and their parents have fully read, 
understood, and signed the statement of obligation. You should return a copy of the application to the parent for 
their future information. Teachers will be notified of student’s participation by February 24, 2014. A $49.00 
participation fee will be due on or before April 15, 2014. Checks should be made out to VT ACDA. Note that this 
years’ fee represents a slight reduction because, for the first time, food expenses for Friday’s dinner and Saturday’s 
lunch are included in the registration fee and will not be incurred as an additional expense. (Parent chaperones will 
be able to opt to purchase tickets for their own meals ahead of time, same as in the past.) 
 
New this year! An exciting addition this year to the festival is a complementary performance during the festival 
concert of a stellar choir. This year, the Essex Children’s Choir (ECC) under the direction of Constance Price, a 
festival co-founder, will be that group! This additional performance will be both enjoyable for our audience and 
musically instructive for our festival choristers. Many thanks to Ms. Price and the ECC! 
 
Thank you for considering this wonderful opportunity! Remember to return the application form by February 14th 
to Jenny Cianciola, 20 Robin Lane, Charlotte, VT, 05445. Phone: 802.734.3824. Email: jcianciola@cssu.org. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jenny Cianciola 

Jenny Cianciola, Children’s and Middle School Choir R&S Chair, VT ACDA 

http://www.vtacda.org/


 
Vermont ACDA Children’s Honor Choir Festival 

Music Ambassadors for Excellence 

 

The Mission of the Vermont American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) Children’s Choir Festival is to contribute 

to the growth and development of young people through artistic music expression; whereby, they become music 

ambassadors for excellence. 

 

Meet our Guest Conductor, Kyle J. Weary, for the 2014 Festival! 
 

 
 

Recognized as a leader in teaching music literacy and contemporary commercial music, Kyle J. Weary has been 

invited to present educational sessions in Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, 

and Texas. Kyle has had articles on teaching music literacy and vocal pedagogy in the choral rehearsal have 

appeared in Choral Director Magazine. This past year Kyle has had the honor of being nominated for the new 

GRAMMY music educator award. Kyle is the Lead Teacher of the Vocal Music Department at Barbara Ingram 

School for the Arts in Hagerstown, Maryland.  Kyle also maintains a private studio teaching voice, as well as 

serving in the faculty at Shepherd University in West Virginia.  As guest conductor, Kyle has conducted honor 

choirs in Washington County, MD and Allegany County, MD and with The Maryland Symphony Orchestra. 

The Barbara Ingram Choral ensemble had their first Carnegie Hall appearance singing under the direction of Eric 

Whitacre in the premiere of his new opera: “Paradise Lost: Shadows and Wings” in 2010. In 2010 they also had the 

opportunity to sing as the backup choir for Todd Rundgren’s fall tour. Kyle’s choir has also been invited to sing at 

the 2011 inauguration of Martin O’Malley, Governor of Maryland. In 2013 the choir will perform with the Maryland 

Symphony Orchestra in their holiday concert in December.  

Kyle has a Bachelor of Music Education (vocal emphasis) and Master of Music in Conducting from Shenandoah 

Conservatory of Music.  Kyle is also a graduate of the Contemporary Commercial Musical Theatre Vocal Pedagogy 

Institute - Level III Certified Somatic™ Voicework - The LoVetri Method. Kyle has completed additional graduate 

studies at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Villanova University and Westminster Choir College. 

As a performer Kyle has appeared on stage with Marvin Hamlisch, Julie Andrews, Elaine Stritch, Brian Stokes 

Mitchell, Dana Reeves, Barbara Cook, Sam Freed and David Masenheimer. Kyle has appeared on stage and in the 

pits of numerous musicals including: Follies in Concert (starring David Masenheimer and Sam Freed), Starmites, 

Bye Bye Birdie, Joseph...Dreamcoat, Guy and Dolls, The Baker’s Wife, My Favorite Year, and Pirates of Penzance 

among others.  Music and stage direction credits include: Beauty & the Beast, The Lion, the Witch and the 

Wardrobe, A Night of Broadway - a Musical Revue, Willy Wonka Jr. (central PA premier), The Last Five Years, 

Thoroughly Modern Millie, Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Phantom of the Opera, Legally Blonde, and The Wizard of Oz. 


